
THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

 
NOTICE 

 
 The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania is pleased to 
welcome the Honorable Katayoun M. Copeland as a United States Magistrate Judge.  Judge 
Copeland took the oath of office on June 26, 2026.  
 

U.S. Magistrate Judge Katayoun M. Copeland brings more than three decades of 
distinguished legal experience to the federal bench, having served in senior leadership roles in 
both federal and state government, as well as in private practice. A seasoned trial lawyer, she has 
practiced extensively in multiple state and federal jurisdictions, handling a broad range of 
criminal and civil matters. 

 
Prior to her appointment, Judge Copeland served for over a decade as an Assistant United 

States Attorney in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. During her tenure, she was a member of 
the National Security and Cybercrimes Unit and the Narcotics and Organized Crime Unit. Judge 
Copeland rose to become Chief of the Criminal Division, where she supervised all criminal 
charging decisions and advised the United States Attorney on significant criminal matters and 
policy issues. 

 
Judge Copeland also dedicated more than two decades to public service in the Delaware 

County District Attorney’s Office. Rising through the ranks to become Deputy District Attorney 
and leader of the County’s Drug Task Force, she played a key role in advancing innovative 
approaches to justice. Judge Copeland founded both Delaware County’s Treatment Court and 
Veterans Court, programs designed to address the underlying challenges facing individuals in the 
criminal justice system. In 2018, she was appointed District Attorney of Delaware County by the 
Board of Judges. 

 
Following her public service career, Judge Copeland entered private practice at Lamb 

McErlane, where she represented corporate and individual clients in a wide range of legal and 
regulatory matters, including complex commercial litigation, labor disputes, internal  
investigations, criminal defense, government investigations, and compliance matters. 
 

In addition to her professional accomplishments, Judge Copeland has remained deeply 
engaged in the legal and civic communities. She is a member of the University of Pennsylvania 
Carey Law School American Inn of Court, serves on the Board of Trustees of The Baldwin 
School, and is a member of the Board of Directors of the Delaware County Bar Association. 
Judge Copeland is also a respected educator and lecturer, having provided instruction and 
training for numerous federal, state, and local agencies, including the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Pennsylvania State Police, and the Delaware County Municipal Police 
Academy. 

 



Judge Copeland received her undergraduate degree from Bryn Mawr College and her law 
degree from the Temple University Beasley School of Law. 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
George Wylesol 
Clerk of Court 
June 26, 2026 
 


