
James H. Gorbey 

Born:  July 30, 1920, in Chester, Pennsylvania 

Died:  October 24, 1977, in Upland, Pennsylvania 

Federal Judicial Service: 

Judge, U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 

Nominated by Richard M. Nixon on November 30, 1970, to a new seat authorized by 84 Stat. 

294.   

Confirmed by the Senate on December 19, 1970, and received commission on December 21, 

1970.   

Service terminated on October 24, 1977, due to death. 

Education: 

Bowling Green State University, B.A., 1945 

Temple University School of Law (now James E. Beasley School of Law), LL.B., 1949 

Professional Career: 

U.S. Marine Corps Lieutenant:  1942-1945 

Investigator/Appraiser, Inheritance Tax Department, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:  1950 

Editor, Delaware County [Pennsylvania] Legal Journal:  1951-1952 

Private Practice, Chester, Pennsylvania:  1949-1967 

City Councilman, Chester, Pennsylvania:  1956-1963 

Mayor, Chester, Pennsylvania:  1964-1967 

Judge, Court of Common Pleas of Delaware County, Pennsylvania:  1968-1970 

* * * 



Judicial Biography 

 

 

 *In December 1970, James H. Gorbey, of Delaware County, was named by President 

Richard M. Nixon to the bench.  Previously, Gorbey had served as the Mayor of the City of 

Chester and as a judge of the Court of Common Pleas of Delaware County.  He died of cancer 

only six years after his confirmation. 

 

 A selective service lawsuit filed in the Eastern District in 1972 had potentially 

widespread consequences.  It dealt with the issue of gender discrimination.  Robert Goldberg 

challenged the constitutionality of the Military Selective Service Act on the ground that only 

males were subject to registration and conscription.  A three­judge court consisting of District 

Judges James Gorbey and Joseph Lord and Circuit Judge Max Rosenn was convened.  Shortly 

thereafter, the draft ended and the case lay dormant for a number of years.  Ultimately, the matter 

was reactivated, and Judge Cahn replaced the late Judge Gorbey on the three-judge panel. 

 

 Judge Gorbey passed away due to cancer on October 24, 1977 in Upland, Delaware 

County, at the age of 57, after having served only six years with the Court. 

 

*  *  * 

 

Biographical Materials 

 

1. Tribute to James H. Gorbey by Honorable Joseph S. Lord, III, Chief Judge. 

 

2. Tribute to James H. Gorbey by Honorable John B. Hannum, District Judge. 

 

3. Tribute to James H. Gorbey by Dr. Clarence R. Moll, President of Widener College (now  

 known as Widener University). 

 
* The following material is excerpted from JUDGE HARVEY BARTLE, III, MORTALS WITH TREMENDOUS 

RESPONSIBILITIES, A HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

3-12 (Saint Joseph’s University Press, 2011).  Reproduced with the permission of the author, Judge Harvey Bartle, 

III, and the publisher, Saint Joseph’s University Press.   










