
Samuel Caldwell 

Clerk of Court:  1789-1798 

Samuel Caldwell was appointed in 1789 to be the first Clerk of Court of what was then 
the United States District Court for the District of Pennsylvania.  He was appointed by the first 
judge of the Court, the Honorable Francis Hopkinson pursuant to authority granted to Judge 
Hopkinson under the Judiciary Act.1  He simultaneously served as the Clerk of the Court for 
what was then known as the United States Circuit Court for the Middle Circuit. 

Caldwell served as Clerk of the Court for a period of nine years, until 1798, serving 
during the tenure of Judge Francis Hopkinson. 

* * *

Biographical Material 

Appointment of Samuel Caldwell as the first Clerk of the Court, dated October 6, 1789, 
signed by Judge Francis Hopkinson. 

1 Judiciary Act of 1789, ch. 20, 1 Stat. 75; copy of appointment document of Samuel Caldwell as Clerk, signed by 
Judge Hopkinson, dated October 6, 1789. 








