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David Caldwell 

Born:  February 21, 1770 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Died:  November 11, 1835 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Clerk of Court:  1798-1831 

David Caldwell was appointed the Clerk of Court in 1798, to succeed his father, Samuel 
Caldwell, who served as the first Clerk of the Court.  He too, was appointed to the position by 
Judge Francis Hopkinson. 

In 1801, David Caldwell was also appointed to simultaneously serve as Clerk of the then 
United States Circuit Court for the Middle Circuit.  He served as Clerk for both courts until his 
retirement in 1831. 

He was married to Elizabth Hewson (1774-1851, married 1802) and they had two 
children.  On the occasion of his death on November 11, 1835, the Circuit Court issued the 
following statement: 

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
November 13th, 1835. 

On Motion of C.J. Ingersoll, Esq. – Ordered,  
That, in remembrance of the respect entertained by the Circuit and District Courts 
of the United States for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, for DAVID
CALDWELL, lately deceased, for many years Clerk of those Courts, in which office 
his fidelity, scrupulous integrity, and uniform devotion to all the duties of his 
station were always conspicuous and exemplary, it be entered on the minutes of 
the court, that the Judges and the Bar sincerely condole with the family of the 
deceased, in his loss, and cherish a deep sense of his virtues. 
FRANCIS HOPKINSON, Clerk Circuit Court. 



 Following his death, his historical contributions and unpaid federal fees were 
acknowledged by the United States Congress through three specific relief bills in 1836 and 1837.  
The United States House of Representatives Committee of Claims issued a report on December 
14, 1837, recommending the bill for the relief of his representatives for the sum of $4,498.38.  
 
 

* * * 
 
 

Biographical Materials 
 
1. Copy of For the relief of the legal representative of David Caldwell, deceased, H.R. 397,  

24th Cong., 1st Sess. (1836).  
 

2. Copy of For the relief of the legal representative of David Caldwell, deceased, S. 231,  
24th Cong., 1st Sess. (1836). 
 

3. Copy of For the relief of the legal representative of David Caldwell, deceased, H.R. 24,  
25th Cong., 2nd Sess. (1837). 
 

4. Copy of BANKS, THE COMMITTEE OF CLAIMS, TO WHICH WAS REFERRED THE PETITION OF  
THE EXECUTORS OF DAVID CALDWELL, DECEASED, REPORT, H.R. REP. No. 12 (1836), 
reprinted (1837). 

 








































































































