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Judge Robreno was born on July 28, 1945, in Havana, Cuba.
He is a graduate of Massachusetts State Coll ege at Westfield
(B.A History, 1967), University of Massachusetts (M S. Labor
Rel ati ons, 1969), and Rutgers Law School (J.D., 1978). From 1978
to 1981, Judge Robreno served as a trial attorney in the
Antitrust Division of the United States Departnent of Justice and
as a Special Assistant United States Attorney. From 1981 to
1992, he was in private practice in Philadel phia, Pennsyl vani a.
Judge Robreno was appointed to the United States District Court

for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania on June 30, 1992.

l. PRELI M NARY GENERAL NMATTERS

A.  ELECTRONI C CASE FI LI NG ( ECF)

Judge Robreno requires that all docunents are filed
el ectronically by the attorney by using the El ectronic Case
Filing (ECF) system ECF provides greater efficiency and
tinmeliness in the filing of pleadings, automatic e-mail notice of
case activity, as well as electronic storage of docunents for
renote access by the Court, the bar and the litigants. Attorneys
appearing before Judge Robreno are required to register as
El ectronic Case Filing (“ECF”) Filing Users at the Ofice of the
Clerk of the Court or at this court’s website at

WWW. paed. uscourts. gov.

B. Correspondence with the Court.
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Judge Robreno permts correspondence with the Court
concerning scheduling, other routine nmatters, and to advise the
court that a case has been settled or dismssed. Any witten
comruni cation requesting action by the Court should include at a
mnimum a description of the situation requiring the Court's
attention; the position of the opposing party (i.e., consent or
opposition); and, the specific relief sought. Oherw se, al
comruni cations with the Court should be nade by the filing of
pl eadi ngs, notions, applications, briefs or |egal nenoranda.
Counsel shoul d not send Judge Robreno copies of letters sent to

each other unless specifically invited to do so.

C. Communi cation with Law d erks.

Judge Robreno di scourages comruni cations with his | aw
clerks. Counsel should not call upon |law clerks for advice on
substantive or procedural matters. Comrunications with the Court
about scheduling matters should be directed to Judge Robreno's

Courtroom Deputy.

D. Tel ephone Conf erences.

Judge Robreno nmay hol d tel ephone conferences to resolve

scheduling matters or discovery disputes. Counsel wll be
notified of the date and tine for the tel ephone conference. It
will be the responsibility of counsel for the noving party to

initiate the tel ephone conference and to contact Judge Robreno

through his secretary after all parties are present on the call.
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E. Oal Argunents and Evidentiary Hearings.

Judge Robreno does not set aside certain days
or times for oral argunent, notions or evidentiary hearings.

Heari ngs and argunent are schedul ed when warrant ed.

F. Pro Hac Vice Adni ssions.

Judge Robreno prefers that a witten notion for
adm ssion be nmade by associate counsel of record. The adm ssion

of out-of-the-jurisdiction counsel pro hac vice does not relieve

associ ate counsel of responsibility for the matter before the

Court.

1. dWVIL CASES

A Pretrial Procedure

1. Pretrial Conferences.

Judge Robreno regularly schedul es an in-person initial
pretrial conference ("IPTC') soon after the answer is filed or
the case is transferred to him (See Form1l). Prior to the
| PTC, counsel is required to submt to Chanbers an Initia
Pretrial Conference Information Report. (See Form 2).

At the I PTC, counsel should be prepared to discuss those
topics listed in Local Rule of Gvil Procedure 16.1(b), and
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 16(b) and (c). Counsel should
al so be prepared to discuss the progress of self-executing

di scl osure pursuant to section 4:01 of the Gvil Justice Expense
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and Del ay Reduction Plan (the "Plan"). (See Form 3). In Speci al
Managenment Track cases, the parties should provide the Court with
a proposed case nmanagenent plan pursuant to section 3:01 of the
Plan three (3) days prior to the IPTC. As provided in section
8:01 and Chapter | X of the Plan, Judge Robreno requires that
counsel taking part in the | PTC be prepared to speak
know edgeably on these subjects.

A Scheduling Order will be issued at the conclusion of
the I PTC which will set forth deadlines for the conpletion of
di scovery, the filing of dispositive notions, the filing of
pretrial subm ssions, and a date certain when the case will be
placed in the trial pool. (See Form4). \Were appropriate, a
date for an interimstatus conference may be provided. In
certain cases, particularly in Special Managenent Track cases,
Judge Robreno may provide a date by which the parties will be
required to prepare and submt to the Court for approval a Fina

Pretrial Order pursuant to Local Cvil Rule 21(d)(2).

Judge Robreno typically holds a final pretrial
conference ("FPTC') within ten (10) days of the date the case
will be placed in the trial pool. A Final Pretrial Oder or a
Final Scheduling Order in a Conplex Case, as the case nay be,
will be issued at the conclusion of the FPTC. (See Fornms 5(a)
and 5(b)). At that tine, outstanding topics that were the
subject of the IPTC, and issues concerning the trial are

typically discussed, as well as possible settlenent.
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B. Conti nuances and Extensions

1. Ceneral Policy.

Judge Robreno has a general policy of adhering to
the dates contained in the scheduling order, unless good cause is
shown that justifies a change.

2. Conti nuances and Extensi ons.

Judge Robreno will grant a continuance or extension that
will not affect the discovery cutoff or trial date (i.e., the
date that a brief is due, the date of an evidentiary hearing, or
the date of an oral argunment on a non-dispositive notion), if
based on a stipulation agreed upon by all parties. Any other
request for a continuance or extension should set forth in detail
the basis for the request and whether it is agreed to or opposed
by the opposing party. A request for an extension or continuance
of the trial date, discovery cutoff date, or the deadline for
filing dispositive notions nust be nade sufficiently prior to the
due date to allowtinme for the Court to consider it. An

unopposed request nmay be made by letter to the Court.

C. Ceneral Motion Practice

1. Oal Arqunent on Mbdtions.

| f Judge Robreno determ nes that oral argunment wll be
hel pful in deciding a matter, he wll schedule it, particularly
when it involves a dispositive notion. A party desiring ora
argunent should request it by letter or in the body of the notion

or responsive pleading.



2. Reply and Surreply Briefs.

Reply and surreply briefs are di scouraged unl ess
necessary to rebut an issue or point of |aw not discussed in the
initial briefs. They shall not be filed for notions of any
nature w thout prior |eave of the Court.

3. Chanbers Copies of Mdtions.

Judge Robreno encourages the practice of sending one copy

of any pleadings filed with the Cerk of Court to his Chanbers.

D. Di scovery NMatters

1. Length of Di scovery Period and Extensions.

In Standard Track cases, Judge Robreno usually allows up
to ninety days fromthe date of the IPTC to conpl ete di scovery.
I n Speci al Managenent cases, Judge Robreno will permt additional
ti me dependi ng upon the need to do so identified by the parties
at the I PTC, and any subsequent status conferences. A case wl|
ordinarily be listed for trial thirty (30) to sixty (60) days
after the conpletion of discovery.

2. Di scovery Conferences and D spute Resol ution.

When a discovery default occurs, Judge Robreno will
consider a notion to conpel under Local Gvil Rule 24(g). Wen a
di scovery dispute occurs and the parties are unable to resolve
the matter by thensel ves, after undertaking the reasonable
efforts required by Local Cvil Rule 24(f), the party seeking

relief nust file a notion to conpel.



Once a notion to conpel is filed, Judge Robreno will
schedul e a tel ephone or in-person conference to resolve the
dispute within ten (10) days. (See Form 6). The non-noving party
will be allowed nine (9) days to file a response. |If the parties
wor k out the dispute, the conference will be canceled. |If the
Court's intervention is required, the Court customarily inposes
sanctions upon the non-prevailing party unless the position of
the non-prevailing party is found to have been substantially
justified. Judge Robreno permts tel ephone conferences to
resol ve di scovery di sputes during depositions in cases where the
deposition woul d otherw se have to be adj ourned.

3. Confidentiality Agreenents.

Judge Robreno will not approve confidentiality or sealing
orders unl ess good cause i s shown.

4. Expert Wtnesses.

The time for disclosure of the identity of experts,
subm ssion of curricula vitae and for discovery pursuant to
Federal Rule of G vil Procedure 26(a)(2)(B), wll be set forth in

the Scheduling Order issued at the conclusion of the |IPTC

E. Settl| ement

1. General Approach to Settlenent and Non-Jury
Cases.

Settlement will be discussed at the I PTC, at subsequent
status conferences, and at the FPTC. However, it is Judge

Robreno's view that settlenment of a case is the responsibility of



the parties and that, unless requested by all parties, he wll
not schedul e settlenent conferences. Judge Robreno will not
participate in settlenent negotiations in non-jury cases. By
agreenent of the parties, a case in which settlenent prospects
are promsing nay be referred to a Magi strate Judge, or to

another District Court Judge for a settlenent conference.

F. Arbitration

1. Ceneral Approach to Arbitration.

Judge Robreno neither holds an | PTC nor issues a
Scheduling Order in arbitration track cases, unless there is a de
novo appeal froman arbitration award. The parties are expected
to conplete all discovery prior to the date of the arbitration
heari ng.

2. Scheduling of Trial De Novo fromArbitration.

Upon demand for trial de novo froman arbitration

awar d, Judge Robreno will issue a Scheduling Order setting the
date for trial at the earliest date available to the Court.
Ordinarily, neither discovery nor dispositive notions wll be

allowed after the arbitration hearing is held.

G Final Pretrial Menoranda

1. Required Form of Pretrial Mnpranda.

Unl ess ot herw se ordered by Judge Robreno, the pretrial

menor andum shoul d be prepared in accordance with the provisions



of Local Rule of G vil Procedure 16.1(c), and should al so include

the follow ng itens:

a. Al stipulations of counsel;

b.

Any objection to: (1) the admssibility of any
exhi bit based on authenticity; (2) the

adm ssibility for any reason (except relevancy) of
any evidence expected to be offered; (3) the
adequacy of the qualifications of an expert

W t ness expected to testify; and, (4) the

adm ssibility of any opinion testinony fromlay

W t nesses pursuant to Federal Rule of Evidence
701. Such objection shall describe with
particularity the ground and the authority for the
obj ecti on;

Deposition testinony (including videotaped
depositions) to be offered during a party's case-
in-chief (wth citations to the page and |ine
nunber), including the opposing party's counter-

desi gnati ons.
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H. | nj uncti ons

1. Schedul i ng and Expedited D scovery.

Judge Robreno will pronptly list any request for a
tenporary restraining order ("TRO') or a prelimmnary injunction
assigned to him

2. Conference Held Prior to Hearing.

Judge Robreno will hold a pre-hearing conference to
di scuss di scovery issues, narrow the issues of contention, and to
allocate tine for the hearing. (Form 7). Expedited discovery
wi |l be discussed and, when appropriate, ordered at the
concl usion of the pre-hearing conference.

3. Pr oposed Fi ndi ngs of Fact and Concl usi ons of Law.

Judge Robreno requires subm ssion of proposed findings of
fact and conclusions of law for TRO and injunction hearings. The
time for subm ssion of these itens will be set at the pre-hearing

conf er ence.

| . Trial Procedure

1. Scheduling Cases.

Judge Robreno's practice is to assign a date for placing
the case in the trial pool at the tinme of the IPTC. Once a case
is placed in the trial pool, counsel, parties, and w tnesses
shoul d be ready to start trial upon 24 hours tel ephone noti ce.
Odinarily, a case will begin on or shortly after its trial pool
date. Questions relating to scheduling matters should be

directed to Judge Robreno's Courtroom Deputy.
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2. Cases Involving Qut-OfF-Town Parties or Wtnesses.

Judge Robreno schedules the trial of cases involving out-
of -t own counsel, parties, or witnesses the sane as all other
cases. He |eaves the scheduling of witnesses to counsel.

3. Conflicts of Counsel.

Judge Robreno requires that counsel notify the
Court immedi ately upon hearing of any unavoi dabl e and conpelling
prof essi onal or personal conflicts affecting the trial schedule.

4. Notetaking by Jurors.

Judge Robreno generally permts jurors to take notes.

5. Voir Dre.

Ordinarily, Judge Robreno conducts voir dire in al
cases. The parties are afforded an opportunity to submt
proposed voir dire questions. After the Court has concluded voir
dire, counsel is afforded the opportunity to suggest follow up
guesti ons.

6. Trial Briefs.

Judge Robreno requires the subm ssion of a tria
brief no later than ten (10) days before the trial pool date.

7. In Limine Mbtions.

Judge Robreno requires notions in |linmne to be submtted
no |ater than ten (10) days before the trial pool date. The
specific dates are set forth in the Scheduling O der

8. Exam nation of Wtnesses Qut of Sequence.

Judge Robreno generally will permt counsel to

exanmne its own w tnesses out of turn for the conveni ence of a
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Wi tness unless it is objected to by the opposing party and
prejudi ce would result.

9. (Opening Statenents and Sunmmmti ons.

Judge Robreno nornally attenpts to obtain the agreenent
of counsel regarding tine limts on opening statenents and
summati ons. However, he believes that in nost cases twenty (20)
to thirty (30) mnutes is adequate for an opening statenent and
thirty (30) to forty-five (45) mnutes is adequate for summati on.

10. Exam nation of Wtnesses or Argunent by Mre Than
One Attorney.

Judge Robreno will permt nore than one attorney for
a party to examne different witnesses or to argue different
poi nts of |aw before the Court. He will not permt nore than one
attorney to exam ne the sanme witness, or to address the jury
during the opening statenent, or summation.

11. Exanmi nati on of W<tnesses Beyond Redirect and
Recr oss.

Judge Robreno disfavors re-direct and re-cross unless it
i nvol ves matters not previously covered by direct or cross
exam nations or special circunstances. \Were appropriate, a
proffer may be requested before it is permtted.

12. Videot aped Testi nony.

Vi deot aped testinony should begin with the witness being
sworn. (bjections should be brought to the Court's attention at
the time of the FPTC. After the Court rules on any objections,
(ordinarily at the FPTC), counsel should edit the tapes before

of fering the videotaped testinony at trial.
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13. Readi ng of Material into the Record.

Judge Robreno has no special practice or policy regarding
reading into the record stipul ati ons, pleadings, or discovery
mat eri al .

14. Preparation of Exhibits.

Judge Robreno requires that exhibits be pre-marked and
pre-exchanged in accordance with the Final Pretrial Oder. On
the day trial is scheduled to commence, one copy of each exhibit
and a copy of a schedule of exhibits should be provided to the
Court.

15. O fering Exhibits into Evidence.

General ly, unless the parties have an agreenent as to the
adm ssibility of a proposed exhibit, a wtness nay not testify as
to its content until it has been admtted into evidence.

16. Directed Verdict Mdtions.

Judge Robreno prefers that notions for judgnent as a
matter of lawin jury trials and notions for an involuntary
dismssal in non-jury trials be in witing. Oal argunent on the
notions is ordinarily permtted.

17. Proposed Jury Instructions and Verdi ct Forns.

In his Scheduling Order, Judge Robreno provides that
proposed jury instructions on substantive issues and proposed

verdict fornms or special interrogatories to the jury be submitted

1

no |ater than ten (10) days before the trial pool date. Jury

1. Wen possible, a courtesy copy of the proposed jury
(continued...)
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instructions need only be submtted with respect to substantive
issues in the case. Proposed instructions on procedural nmatters
such as the burden of proof, unanimty and credibility are not
necessary.

Each proposed instruction should be on a separate sheet

of paper, double spaced and include citation to specific

authority. Proposed instructions without citation to specific
| egal authority will not be considered. Cases and nodel jury
instructions that are cited should be accurately quoted and a
pi npoi nt page reference should be provided.

Counsel will have the opportunity to file suppl enental
poi nts, or proposed findings of fact and concl usi ons of |aw, near
the cl ose of testinony.

If a nodel jury instruction is submtted, for instance,

fromDevitt & Blackmar, Federal Jury Practice and |Instructions or

Sand, Modern Federal Jury Instructions, the submtting party

shal|l state whether the proposed jury instruction is unchanged or
nodified. If a party nodifies a nodel jury instruction, the
nodi fi cation should be set forth in the foll owi ng manner:
addi ti ons shoul d be underlined and del eti ons should be placed in

br acket s.

1. (...continued)
instructions (or findings of fact and concl usions of |aw) should
be submtted to Chanbers on an | BM conpati bl e di sk
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18. Pr oposed Fi ndi ngs of Fact and Concl usi ons of Law.

In his Scheduling Order, Judge Robreno provides that
proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law in non-jury
cases be submtted at |least ten (10) days before the trial pool
date. The parties nmay submt revised findings of fact and
conclusions of law with specific reference to testinonial or
docunentary evi dence which has been admitted at the close of
testinony, unless otherwi se provided for in the Final Pretrial
O der.

19. Ofers of Proof.

If any party desires an "offer of proof” as to any
W tness or exhibit expected to be offered, that party shal
inquire of counsel prior to the start of trial for such
information. |If the inquiring party is dissatisfied with any
of fer provided, such party shall file a notion seeking relief
fromthe Court prior to trial

20. Unavailability of Wtness.

Because a witness may be unavail able at the tine of
trial, as defined in Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 32(a)(3),
the Court expects oral or videotaped depositions to be used at

trial for any witness whose testinony the party believes

essential to the presentation of that party's case, whether the
wtness is a party, a non-party, or an expert. The

unavail ability of such witness will not be a ground to delay the

comrencenent or progress of trial.



21. Lay Wtness Opinion.

Any party expecting to offer opinion testinony fromlay
W t nesses pursuant to Federal Rule of Evidence 701 with respect
to issues of liability or damages shall, at the tine required for
subm ssion of expert reports, serve the opposing parties with the
sanme i nformati on and/ or docunents required with respect to such
expert w tnesses.

J. Jury Deliberations.

1. Witten Jury Instructions.

Judge Robreno does not provide the jury with a copy of
the instructions.

2. Exhibits in the Jury Room

Unl ess cause is shown, Judge Robreno wll permt al
exhi bits containing substantive or real evidence to go out with
the jury. Denonstrative exhibits ordinarily will not be
permtted in the jury room

3. Handling of Jury Requests to Read Back
Testi nony or Repl ay Tapes.

At the jury's request, if the transcript is available,
Judge Robreno will consider allow ng the reading of the
appropriate portions back to the jury and the replaying of audio
and vi deo tapes.

4. Availability of Counsel During Jury
Del i berati on.

Unl ess excused by Judge Robreno, counsel nust remain in

the courthouse during jury deliberations.
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5. Taking the Verdict and Special Verdicts.

Ordinarily, Judge Robreno will submt interrogatories to
the jury.

6. Polling the Jury.

Ordinarily, Judge Robreno will poll the jury.

7. Interviewing the Jury.

Ordinarily, Judge Robreno will allow counsel to interview
jurors but will set certain conditions for the interviews.

I11. CRMNAL CASES

1. Approach to Oral Argunent and Moti ons.

| f requested, Judge Robreno will generally permt oral
argunent on a substantive notion in a crimnal case.

2. Pretrial Conferences.

Judge Robreno generally will hold a tel ephone scheduling
conference with counsel in crimnal cases shortly after
arraignment. At the conclusion of the conference, Judge Robreno
wi |l issue a Scheduling Order governing speedy trial issues,

di scovery, tinme for filing notions, and the trial date. (See
Form 8) .
3. Moir Dre.

In crimnal cases, the voir dire is conducted by Judge
Robreno, based, in part, on questions submtted by counsel.
After the voir dire is concluded, the Judge will permt counsel
to suggest followup questions. In his Scheduling O der, Judge

Robreno provides for the subm ssion of proposed voir dire
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guestions by counsel in witing ten (10) days before the trial
dat e.

4. Sent encing Menoranda.

Judge Robreno requires the subm ssion of objections to
the Presentence I nvestigation Report and the subm ssion of
sent enci ng nenoranda in accordance with the notice of sentencing
i ssued shortly after the entry of a guilty plea or judgnent (in

the case of a conviction). (See Form?9).

V. OTHER MATTERS

1. Briefs of Cases on Appeal

Judge Robreno wel cones copi es of appellate briefs when
a decision rendered by himis appeal ed.

2. Consultation with Opposing Counsel.

In general, Judge Robreno expects counsel to bring
matters to his attention only after they have been di scussed with
opposi ng counsel. Wen comunicating with the Court, counsel
shall be prepared to state the position of opposing counsel,

e.g., opposing counsel does not oppose the continuance, opposing
counsel opposes ny request to show photographs to the jury during
openi ng statenents, etc.

3. Pr of essi onal i sm

Judge Robreno will insist on punctuality and courtesy
fromcounsel to the Court and to each other, both in the presence
of the Court and otherw se. The exam nation of w tnesses should

be conducted fromthe [ectern or fromcounsel's table. Counse
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shall rise to address the Court and shall seek perm ssion of the
Court before approaching wtnesses or the bench. |In addition,
counsel wll direct all comments to the Court or to the w tness
under exam nation and not to other counsel or to the jury. To
the extent possible, the Court should be alerted to issues that
will need to be ruled upon during the day at the start of the
day's proceedings, or during recess out of the jury's presence.
Si de bar conferences are permtted when appropriate but are

general | y di scouraged.
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