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The beliefs of the Founding Fathers are stated in our Constitution, “We hold these truths to be self-

evident that all men are created equal.” The principles that our country was founded on are best 

exemplified in the Rule of Law and are a crucial component of our democracy. The Rule of Law 

impacts every American because it represents safety, trust, and equality. Without it, our lives 

would be significantly different. For a free society to be successful its citizens must know what 

the rules are, understand what they mean, and know the consequences if the rules are broken. The 

Rule of Law ensures that citizens in the United States can go out in public without fear of 

discrimination, theft, or abuse. The Rule of Law enables our democracy, courts, and each person 

in our nation to function with confidence that no person is above the law and everyone has access 

to equal justice. 

 

The Rule of Law impacts every aspect of our lives. It provides assurance to some, safety to others, 

and represents equality for all. It provides us with assurance that when we cross the street there are 

traffic laws we all agree to follow, when we buy our food there are laws that protect our safety, 

and when we go to school we are treated equally. Why is this so important? The rules that everyone 

must follow preserve and safeguard our way of life. During the pandemic, rules were made for 

mask mandates and vaccination guidelines which were enforced to ensure public health. The 14th 

Amendment was established to protect citizens rights and “equal protection of the laws.” In Brown 

v. Board of Education, the court ruled that schools could not discriminate based on the color of 

your skin, and that separate was not equal. These examples demonstrate that without the Rule of 

Law chaos and injustice can arise. We need the Rule of Law to protect each and every student in 

our schools. 

In our country the Rule of Law stipulates that no person is above the law and every citizen has the 

right to equal justice. Equal justice is available when our laws are predictable, consistent, stable, 



and just. Without this fundamental principle, the government would have all the power, people 

would be taken advantage of, and our country would crumble into anarchy. The Rule of Law 

protects our freedom and ensures that we have a functional and productive society, a court system 

that maintains order, and that everyone is treated equally. At the heart of the Rule of Law is the 

ability of our country to function as a vibrant democracy where Americans have rights and 

privileges and where legal order prevails. John Adams once described a republic as, “A 

government of laws, and not of men.” This is the great promise of the Rule of Law under our 

Constitution. Each citizen is judged and held accountable to the same rules. The courts ensure that 

rules are followed and there are consequences for those who violate the law. The ideal that all 

citizens are treated equally is the bedrock of our democracy. Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote in his 

letter from a Birmingham jail, “But more basically, I am in Birmingham because injustice is here.” 

King fought so that everyone would be treated fairly by the law. The belief that everyone gets fair 

treatment in the courts is best represented in United States v. Nixon. The president received the 

same treatment under the law that any citizen could expect and was held accountable for his 

actions.  We are a country where the Rule of Law protects our basic ideal that no man is above the 

law and everyone should be treated fairly and equally. 

The Rule of Law is an exceptionally powerful ideal that is a treasure to our country and is the 

keystone to our democracy. Our free and independent courts are the envy of other countries 

because of the protections that are afforded our citizens as outlined in our Constitution. Theodore 

Roosevelt once said, “No man is above the law and no man is below it: nor do we ask any man's 

permission when we ask him to obey it.” He strongly believed that the Rule of Law meant that 

citizens be treated equally and fairly. Our class believes that the Rule of Law is what makes our 

nation the envy of countries around the world. We concur with Justice Sonia Sotomayor when she 

said, "I firmly believe in the rule of law as the foundation for all of our basic rights." 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 


