
What the Rule of Law Means to Me

“The clearest way to show what the rule of law means to us in everyday life is to recall
what has happened when there is no rule of law,” stated our former President Dwight D.
Eisenhower. The rule of law, established in Greece, is a concept dating as far back as 500 BCE. It
was not widely embraced until 1215 when the Magna Carta was published in England. It was
created to prevent chaos and to protect abuse by those in power, such as the king. The Magna
Carta was a document consisting of rights and privileges, partly influencing the U.S.
Constitution. The rule of law consists of four main ideas: accountability, justice, transparency,
and equality before the law. These four pillars ensure that there is order and that disputes are
decided fairly, not by wealth, social background, ethnicity, or personal connections. Without the
rule of law, societies would be in chaos. But with the rule of law, societies would thrive.

To me, the rule of law is the basis of living my everyday life safely and peacefully. It
allows me to be confident that there are rules that protect me and when those rules are applied,
they will be applied fairly. For instance, during the pandemic, a rule was established at my
school requiring that masks be worn indoors. This rule was implemented to protect everyone
from contracting COVID-19. It was applied fairly despite people’s social status, wealth, race,
religion or position at the school. If this rule was not created and followed, my school
community would not have stayed as safe and healthy as it did.

To our country, the rule of law stands as a basic element of our democracy. Without the
rule of law, our democracy would collapse, chaos would prevail, and our country would fail to
grow and thrive. The rule of law is especially important for a country as diverse as ours, since
one of the only things that really connects us all is our dedication to the ideas in the Constitution.
For example, one foundation of democracy is fair elections. There are many rules that apply
before, during and after an election. These ensure an election’s accuracy and fairness.

In our world, the rule of law stands as a basic factor of friendly and equitable
relationships between countries. It sustains peace and creates allies among nations. When the
rule of law is not followed, war breaks out and peace is at risk. The Ukrainian and Russian
conflict demonstrates what can happen when there is no rule of law or when the rule of law is not
followed.

In conclusion, the rule of law promotes stable societies and growth in civilizations across
the world. It is the foundation of a future full of opportunities and peace for all. As Dr. Martin
Luther King once said: “True peace is not merely the absence of tension: it is the presence of
justice.”


