IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF PENNSYLVAN A

| SAI AS COLON MALDONADO, a
m nor, by Frances Ml donado,
et al.

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

JASM NE CALDVELL, a m nor,

by Deni ne Cal dwell and Jason

Cal dwel |, as Parents and
Nat ur al Quar di ans

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

JESSE DEW TT, a m nor,
by Summer Jenkings, as
Parent and Natural Guardi an

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

ELI ZABETH SEDLACEK, a m nor,
by Robin Lucas, as
Parent and Natural Guardi an

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

C VIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2812

ClVIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2813

ClVIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2814

ClVIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2815



CHARLES STOKES, a mi nor,
by Wendy Springer, as
Parent and Natural Guardi an

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

VI CTORI A CHANDLER, a m nor,
by Julie L. HiIl,
Parent and Natural Guardi an

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

JACOB VOORHEES, a ni nor,

by Tiffany Voorhees and

Scott Voorhees, as

Parents and Natural Guardi ans

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

PATRI CK WELSH, a mi nor,
by Barbara Wl sh, as
Guar di an

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

MASON JASON YUEI LL, a m nor,
by Mchael J. Yueill, et al.

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

ClVIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2816

ClVIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2817

ClVIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2818

ClVIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2819

ClVIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2820



MARI ON HOPE CHANDLER, a m nor, Cl VIL ACTI ON
by Julie L. HiII, :
Parent and Natural Guardi an

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP. )
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE ) NO. 11-2821

NAOM CHANDLER, a mi nor, : ClVIL ACTION
by Trenice Chandler, et al. :

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP. )
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE ) NO. 11-2822

SAMUEL NOAH ELLI SON, a mi nor, : Cl VIL ACTI ON
by Julia Ann Ellison, as :
Parent and Natural Guardi an

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP. )
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE ) NO. 11-2823

KYLA HODNETT, a mi nor, : Cl VIL ACTI ON
by Eve Hodnett, as :
Parent and Natural Guardi an

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP. )
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE ) NO. 11-2824

ROSS ANGELY PORTALATI N- : ClVIL ACTI ON
MENDEZ, a m nor, by :

Carmen M Mendez- Mal donado

and Juan Portal atin, as

Parents and Natural Guardi ans



V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

SARAH WATTS, a m nor,

by Lester Watts and

Tamry Watts, as

Parents and Natural Guardi ans

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

ALLI SON KEEFE, a mi nor,

by Cynthia Keefe and

Stanley A Keefe, as

Parents and Natural Guardi ans

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

JENNI FER SCHAFFTER, a mi nor,
by Debra Petty, as
Parent and Natural Guardi an

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

BROOKE BABI CH, a m nor,
by Bruce Babich, as
Parent and Natural Guardi an

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP.
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE

NO. 11-2825

ClVIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2826

ClVIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2827

ClVIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2828

ClVIL ACTI ON

NO. 11-2829



ARI ANNA SMART, a ni nor, : ClVIL ACTION
by Angela Snmart, et al. :

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP. )
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE ) NO. 11-2830

MASON ANDREW STEI NBECK, a mi nor, ClVIL ACTI ON
by M KELANN STEI NBECK, :
Parent and Natural Guardi an

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP. )
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE ) NO. 11-2831

TANNER A. W ELAND, a mi nor, ) ClVIL ACTI ON
by CHRI STI NA W ELAND, et al. )

V.

SM THKLI NE BEECHAM CORP. )
d/ b/ a GLAXOSM THKLI NE ) NO. 11-2832

VEMORANDUM

Bartle, C. J. May 18, 2011
Before the court are the notions to consolidate the
above cases before Judge Tinothy J. Savage for the purpose of
deci ding the pending notions of plaintiffs to remand these
actions to the Court of Comon Pl eas of Phil adel phia County. The
def endant opposes the notions.
Plaintiff in each case sued SmthKline Beecham Corp
d/b/a daxoSmthKline ("GSK') in the state court for persona
injuries related to defendant's drugs Paxil| paroxetine

hydrochloride ("Paxil") or Paxil CR ("Paxil CR') (collectively
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"Paxil") prescribed to treat depression, obsessive-conpul sive

di sorder, panic disorders, social anxiety, post-traumatic stress
di sorder, and generalized anxiety disorder in adults. Defendant
thereafter renoved these cases to this court on the ground of
diversity of citizenship. Plaintiffs, all citizens of

Pennsyl vani a, thereafter filed notions to remand on the ground
that the principal place of business of GSK was in Phil adel phi a,
Pennsyl vani a and not in Del aware where GSK i s incorporat ed.
Plaintiffs argue that GSK's nerve center is in Philadel phia.

See, Hertz Corp. v. Friend, --- US ---, 130 S. C. 1181 (2010).

In the fall of 2010, simlar notions to consolidate
were filed in connection with six Paxil cases brought agai nst
GSK. After review of the conplaints and approval of the judges
to whom t hose six cases were random y assigned, the undersigned,
in his capacity as Chief Judge, consolidated them by an O der
dated Cctober 7, 2010 before Judge Tinothy J. Savage for the
pur pose of deciding the remand notions only. The consolidation
before one judge was clearly in the interest of judicial econony
since the remand issue was identical in each case, the defendant
was the same in each case, and plaintiffs had alleged the sane
type of claimfor relief in each. Significantly at that tine,
Judge Savage had not decided any remand notion in a Paxil case.?

W now have before us another wave of Paxil cases with

nmotions to remand. The remand issue is the sane here as in the

1. In contrast, Judge Mary A MLaughlin had previously decided
a remand notion in Wiite v. SmthKline Beecham Corp., 2010 U. S.
Dist. Lexis 79520.
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earlier cases. The issue of conserving scarce judicial resources
is even nore conpelling than in the fall of 2010, now that there
are 21 actions for decision.

We disagree with defendant that it is unfair to
transfer the notions to Judge Savage, who is extrenely famliar
with the issue involved and has already ruled on the notions in
ot her Paxil cases. W note that there was no outcry from
defendant or plaintiffs when the first consolidation order was
entered. W see no basis for an outcry now O course, the
situation mght be different if Judge Savage had deci ded a remand
notion before the initial consolidation order, and a party
appeared to be engaged in judge shopping in seeking to have
subsequent remand notions placed before him That, however, is
not what is happening here. Sinply because Judge Savage rul ed on
the earlier remand notions, when his rulings occurred after the
court's Cctober 7, 2010 consolidation order, is not a valid
reason to refrain fromconsolidating the pending notions before
hi m

The undersi gned has advi sed each judge that he or she
is free to retain any assigned case for all purposes and
specifically to determ ne the remand notion rather than having it
determ ned by Judge Savage. None has chosen to do so.

Accordi ngly, the above actions will be consolidated
before Judge Tinothy J. Savage for purposes of deciding the

remand notions only.
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ORDER

AND NOW this 18th day of May, 2011, upon consideration
of the notions to consolidate the above actions for
consi deration of pending notions to renmand and for the reasons
set forth in the acconpanyi ng Menorandum it is hereby ORDERED
t hat the notions are GRANTED

It is further ORDERED that these actions are
CONSOLI DATED before The Honorable Tinmothy J. Savage for purposes
of considering and deciding the notions to remand only.

BY THE COURT:

[s/Harvey Bartle 11

C. J.



