I N THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF PENNSYLVAN A

UNI TED STATES OF AVERI CA
v. : CRIM NAL NO. 09-cr-00742- JF

JOCEMON D. HI GDON

VEMORANDUM

Ful lam Sr. J. Sept enber 23, 2010
The defendant is charged with being a felon in
possession of a firearm At his first trial, the jury was unable

to agree upon a verdict, and a mstrial was declared. His
retrial is scheduled to cormence on Mnday, Septenber 27, 2010.
Counsel for the governnment has filed a notion requesting a
pretrial ruling to the effect that the governnent woul d be
permtted to introduce evidence before the jury, and to inform
the jury, that the defendant had been previously convicted of a
felony. At the first trial, | followed ny normal procedure of
informng the jury nerely that it was established as a fact that
t he defendant was not lawfully permtted to have possession of a
firearmon the occasion in question, and that, if the jury found
beyond a reasonabl e doubt that he did in fact possess a firearm
as charged, their verdict should be guilty. Counsel for both
si des had agreed upon this procedure.

At the forthcomng trial, |I intend to follow nmy usua
practice to the sane effect. The only conceivabl e purpose for

the governnent’s stated desire to informthe jury of the



defendant’s fel ony conviction would seemto be to prejudice the

defendant in the eyes of the jury, even though, in view of

counsel s stipulation, no such prejudice should becone necessary.
For the foregoing reasons, | deny the governnent’s

nmot i on.

An Order foll ows.

BY THE COURT:

/s/ John P. Full am

John P. Fullam Sr. J.



I N THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF PENNSYLVAN A

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
V. ; CRIM NAL NO. 09-cr-00742-JF

JOEMON D. HI GDON
ORDER

AND NOW this 239 day of Septenber 2010, I T IS ORDERED:
That the government’s notion in limne to admt evidence

of the defendant’s felony conviction is DEN ED.

BY THE COURT:

/s/ John P. Fullam
John P. Fullam Sr. J.




