IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF PENNSYLVAN A

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA : CRI M NAL ACTI ON
V.
Rl CHARD M CHAELS : NO. 93-215-01

MEMORANDUM AND ORDER

Fullam Sr. J. Novenber , 2001

The defendant Ri chard M chaels, who has served his
pri son sentence for conspiracy to distribute nmethanphetam ne in
1989-1991, and who has fully satisfied all his financial
obligations to the Governnent and has satisfactorily conpl eted
approximately two and one-half years of his five-year term of
supervi sed rel ease, has requested early term nation of the
supervi sed rel ease.

The case is unusual in several respects. The defendant
was a driver for a beer distributing firm had a solid famly
life and was well respected in his community. There was anple
evi dence that the beer distributorship was the geographic center
of a conspiracy to distribute nethanphetam ne, but the evidence
of M. Mchaels’ participation in the conspiracy was deci dedly
weak. He has al ways steadfastly maintained his innocence. Since
his rel ease fromprison, he has perfornmed val uabl e charitabl e-
type services in the public interest, is gainfully enployed, and

warrants the belief that he will continue to be a | aw abi di ng



citizen in all respects. Although the Governnent has opposed the
present application, its argunents nerely stress the evidence in
support of the underlying conviction, nost of which was

all egedly supplied by a ringleader of the conspiracy, whomthe
Governnent, as a matter of trial strategy, chose not to call as a
trial w tness.

On balance, | amsatisfied that no useful purpose would
be served by continuing the supervised release termuntil its
schedul ed expiration on June 27, 2004. Al though continuation on
supervi sed release is not particularly onerous, it does inpose
significant burdens upon the defendant and is, in ny view,
conpl etely unnecessary.

The petition for early term nation of supervised
release will be granted.

An Order foll ows.



IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF PENNSYLVAN A

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA : CRI M NAL ACTI ON
V.
Rl CHARD M CHAELS NO 93-215-01
ORDER
AND NOW this day of Novenber 2001, upon

consideration of the application of the defendant for term nation
of supervised release, and the Governnent’s response, IT IS
ORDERED:

That the application is GRANTED. Defendant’s

supervi sed release is TERM NATED as of this date.

John P. Fullam Sr. J.



