IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF PENNSYLVAN A

JOANN HENDERSON, ; ClviL ACTION
Plaintiff, :
v, : No. 99-4323
W LLI AM HENDERSON,
Post mast er Ceneral ,

United States Postal Service,

Def endant .

VEMORANDUM

R F. KELLY, J. MAY 10, 2000

Joann Henderson (“Ms. Henderson”), has brought this
action against WIIliam Henderson, the Postmaster General of the
United States Postal Service (“Defendant”), alleging sexual
harrassnent, sex discrimnation and retaliation in violation of
Title VII of the Gvil Rights Act of 1964. 42 U.S.C. § 2000e et.
seq. Presently before this Court is the Defendant’s Mdtion to
Strike Plaintiff's aimfor Punitive Danages. For the reasons
that follow, Defendant’s Mtion is granted.

At issue is whether or not punitive damages are
recoverabl e against the United States Postal Service (“USPS”)
under Title VII. Section 198la provides:

(1) Determ nation of punitive damages

A conpl aining party may recover punitive damages

under this section against a respondent (other

than a governnent, governnent agency or politica
subdi vision) if the conplaining party denonstrates




that the respondent engaged in a discrimnatory
practice or discrimnatory practices with malice
or with reckless indifference to the federally
protected rights of an aggrieved i ndividual.

42 U. S.C. 8§ 198la(b) (1) (enmphasis added). The issue, therefore,

is whether the USPS is a "governnment agency" and thus exenpt from

awards for punitive damages under Title VII. In Crunpton v.

Runyon, No. CIV.A 97-3814, 1998 W. 125547, at *4 (E.D. Pa. Mar.
19, 1998), | recognized that the majority of courts considering
this issue have held that the USPS is a governnental agency and
therefore exenpt fromawards for punitive damages. [d.(citations
omtted). Accordingly, | hold that Ms. Henderson is not entitled
to punitive damages in this action.

An appropriate Order foll ows.



IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DI STRI CT OF PENNSYLVAN A

JOANN HENDERSON, ; CIVIL ACTI ON
Plaintiff,
V. : No. 99-4323
W LLI AM HENDERSON,
Post mast er Ceneral ,

United States Postal Service,

Def endant .

ORDER

AND NOW this 10th day of May, 2000, upon consi deration
of Defendant’s Mdtion to Strike Plaintiff’s Caimfor Punitive
Damages, and Plaintiff’s Response thereto, it is hereby ORDERED
that said Motion is GRANTED and Plaintiff’s claimfor punitive

damages is stricken fromPlaintiff’s Second Arended Conpl ai nt.

BY THE COURT:

Robert F. Kelly J.



