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THE HONORABLE EDMUND V. LUDWIG

In 1928, the Honorable Edmund V. Ludwig was born in Philadelphia. He passed
away on May 17, 2016, just three days shy of his 88t birthday. Judge Ludwig graduated
from Germantown Friends School and earned degrees from Harvard College and Harvard
Law School. A Korean War veteran, he was honorably discharged from the Army Judge
Advocate General’s Corps in 1956.

Judge Ludwig had resided in Doylestown, Pennsylvania, since beginning in private
practice in 1958. In 1968, he was elected to the Bucks County Court of Common Pleas and
it was there that his interest in mental health reform began. His colleague and fellow Bucks
County resident, U.S. District Judge Cynthia Rufe, recalled appearing before Judge Ludwig
when she was a public defender. Judge Rufe noted that Judge Ludwig had a gift for
knowing how to steer troubled youth from delinquency to rehabilitation. Judge Ludwig sat
on the state court until his appointment to the United States District Court by President
Ronald Reagan in June 1985. Judge Ludwig became a senior judge in 1997.

In one of his noteworthy cases, Judge Ludwig presided over the Major League
Baseball umpires’ strike in 1996. This strike was particularly heated because it began when
Roberto Alomar, angry over a third strike call, spit at umpire John Hirschbeck. Alomar
claimed Hirschbeck had uttered a racial slur. Judge Ludwig ordered the umpires back to
work but calmed the waters by finding: “These umpires are the best, and without them, the
harm to baseball will be irreparable. The game of baseball occupies a special place in this
country and it belongs to the millions of fans.”

Judge Ludwig will always be a favorite son of Doylestown. His love of Doylestown
grew as he became involved in the town’s history and culture. Judge Ludwig founded the
Doylestown Historical Society and served as its chairman until 2011. He collected oral
histories of prominent citizens, worked on books about Doylestown’s past, and placed
historic markers all over town. He made it a priority to preserve its charm.



THE HONORABLE EDMUND V. LUDWIG

Judge Ludwig was involved with various social service programs and served on the
boards of organizations dealing with juvenile justice, mental health, and rights for women
and the disabled. He co-founded TODAY, Inc., a residential treatment drug program, in
1971, and served on its board until 1985. He was also an educator and held positions at
Hahnemann University, Temple Law School, Villanova Law School, and the University of
Pennsylvania.

He enjoyed tennis, dining out, and spending time with his children, Edmund V., Jr.,
Toby, Sarah, and David, and his six grandchildren. An avid reader, Judge Ludwig enjoyed
Shakespeare, poetry and historical fiction. Always ready with a joke or pun, Judge Ludwig’s
humor will be missed by his family, friends, and colleagues on the court.

- As published in the Historical Society of the
United States District Court for the

Eastern District of Pennsylvania,

2017 Annual Calendar
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HONORABLE GARY B. GILMAN

Bucks County Court of Common Pleas
Former Law Clerk to Judge Ludwig
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Composer and Dean of Artistic Programs Composition
Faculty Director, 20/21 Contemporary Music Ensemble
The Curtis Institute of Music Philadelphia, PA

BARBARA H. LEWIS
Portrait Artist
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Sonata No. 2 in A minor for solo violin, “Andante” movement  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 - 1750)
Bella Hristova, violin
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PORTRAIT UNVEILING
LUDWIG FAMILY MEMBERS

RECEPTION
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING CEREMONY

EDWARD R. BECKER LOBBY
FIRST FLOOR
U.S. COURTHOUSE
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PORTRAIT ARTIST
BARBARA H. LEWIS

Barbara H. Lewis
Fine Art and Portraiture
www.barbaralewisfineart.com

arbara Lewis is a professional artist residing in Buckingham, Pennsylvania. She

paints landscapes, still lifes and portraits, principally in oil. Her paintings have

been exhibited in many juried shows and museums including The Pennsylvania
State Museum, Woodmere Art Museum, Philadelphia Sketch Club, the Salamaguni Club in
New York City, the Princeton Theological Seminary and in many business and private
collections.. In 2015, ten of her portraits of judges from the Bucks County Court of
Common Pleas were featured at the Michener Art Museum in Doylestown, PA. They now
hang in the new Judicial Center there.

Barbara’s training includes years of study at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and
Studio Incamminati in Philadelphia. Studio Incamminati, founded by internationally
acclaimed artist, Nelson Shanks, is dedicated to producing highly skilled artists utilizing the
classical atelier approach. Barbara, in turn, has been teaching aspiring art students
drawing and oil painting for many years.


http://www.barbaralewisfineart.com/
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